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CLERKS OF THE PEACE FOR SUSSEX 
1594-1950 
FOREWORD BY SIR ROLAND BURROWS, K.C., LE.D. 
Chairman of West Sussex Quarter Sessions 

The Clerk of the Peace is the holder of an ofhce of great 
antiquity, almost coaeval with the office of justice of the peace. 
Under Edward II] it was found convenient that one of the 
justices should be appointed to keep the records (“ custos 
rotulorum ’”’), and the actual duties were very soon carried out 
by his clerk as his deputy. ‘The person who is appointed as 
Lord Lieutenant (a much less ancient office) is invariably ap- 
pointed as Custos rotulorum, and it is in the latter capacity 
that the Lord Lieutenant is concerned with matters relating to 
the justices. 

It was not long before the clerk became the holder of a 
distinct office, and his duty became a public duty and not that 
of a servant of the Custos rotulorum.' His duties included 
the keeping of the records and the drawing up and authentica 
tion ot the orders of the justices. Under the Tudors the 
policy of the central government led to many powers of local 
government being entrusted to the justices, who developed an 
administrative as well as a judicial side, and the functions ot 
the clerk of the peace were correspondingly increased. Many 
statutes put duties upon the clerk of the peace as such and 
many records, both maps and documents, had to be deposited 
with him. 

The appointment of the clerk of the peace was in the 
hands of the Custos rotulorum and was for life until an Act 
ot 1545° provided that he should hold office while the appoint- 
ing Custos held office, provided that the clerk “ should demean 
himself in the said office justly and honestly.” It would ap 
pear, however, that the Custos could make a more limited 
appointment. An Act of 1689 restored the position that the 
clerk held office for his lite subject to his behaving justly and 
honestly in his office, and Quarter Sessions were given power 
to remove him if after judicial inquiry they found that he had 
not so demeaned himself. In 1864 an amending Act enabled 
them to remove him for other misconduct if in their opinion 
it shewed that he was unfit. In that case an appeal lay to 
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the Lord Chancellor. For removal on the ground of mis- 
conduct in office there was and is no appeal. 

In 1888 practically all the administrative functions of the 
justices were transferred to the new county councils. Exist- 
ing clerks of the peace became clerks to the county council as 
well, and a new appointment also carried the clerkship to the 
council. The right to appoint and remove was vested in the 
standing joint committee, consisting of an equal number of 
justices and council members respectively, appointed by Quarter 
Sessions and the council. In Leconfield v. Thornely* it was 
held that these changes had not altered the tenure of office, 
which remained a life appointment subject to removal tor 
misconduct. 

The final change was made by the Local Government 
(Clerks) Act, 1931. The two offices were separated, but pro- 
vision is made for both to be held by the same person. The 
county council appoint their own clerk and the clerk of the 
peace is appointed by a special committee of Quarter Sessions. 
Where one man holds both offices, he resigns both whenever 
he resigns either. A clerk of the peace who is also clerk of 
the county council retires at 65, but not if he only holds the 
one ofhce. Quarter Sessions retain the power of dismissal tor 
misconduct, but if it is for misconduct other than in the execu- 
tion of his office an appeal lies to the High Court. He there- 
fore holds office during good behaviour, i.e., for lite or, when 
also clerk of the county council, until he reaches the age of 
65, but in either case he may resign earlier. 


* Harcourt v. Cox. 1 Show, 506. 


* 37 Henry VIII. c. 1. 
* 1 Will. & Mary. c. 21. 
* (1926). A.C. 10. 


LIST COMPILED BY B. CAMPBELL COOKE 
County Archivist for East and West Sussex 


This list has been compiled from the existing records of 
the Court of Quarter Sessions at Lewes and Chichester. It is 
hoped that it will be possible at some time in the future to 
search the Pipe Rolls at the Public Record Office to take this 
list back another 200 years or so. 

Very little evidence of the identity of these men has been 
noticed in the records. On the fly leaf of an Order Book 
Timothy Shelley is described as of Sullington; there is a letter 
addressed to Richard Manning at Petworth in 1723, but this 
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may not mean much; similarly letters have been found ad- 
dressed to William Ellis at Horsham; and two of the Lang- 
ridges are described on their appointments as of Lewes. The 
present writer will appreciate information about any in the 
list that a reader may be able to send him. 

It seems likely that this is a complete list of the Clerks 
over the period, although it is noticed’ that no Clerk has been 
found for the years 1671-1678, while William Wheeler was 
Deputy before being appointed Clerk. 

The Custos Rotulorum of the County made the appoint- 
ments of the Clerks of the Peace. The approval by the Court 
of the appointments of James Michell by Lord Ashburnham 
in 1756, of W. B. Langridge by the Duke of Richmond in 
1806, and of W. V. Langridge by the Earl of Egremont in 
1832 have been noticed entered in the records, 


CLERKS OF THE PEACE. Deputy CLERKS OF THE PEACE. 


1594+— 1606 THOMAS AYNSCOMBE 
Probably the Thomas Aynscombe of Mayfield, 
Sussex, gent., whose will, dated 3,4 March 
1605(-6) was proved | May 1606 in the Pecu- 
liar Court of the Deanery of South Malling 
(ref. C.30). It appears that this will was also 
proved 3 June 1606 in the Prerogative Court of 
Canterbury (ref. 48 Stafford). May be the 
T.A. who matriculated Easter 1585; admitted 
Inner Temple, Nov. 1588, barrister 1598, “ pro- 
bably of Buxted, Sussex” (Venn’s Alumni 
Cantabrigienses). See Comber’s annotated copy 
of Berry’s Sussex Genealogies, pp. 98 & 200 
(West Sussex Record Office). 


1608—l615 JOHN RAVENSCROFTE (?) born 1571, 
died 1615) 

It is likely that he was Clerk of the Peace from 
1606, but no reference has been found in the 
records in 1606 after May and there are no 
records in existence of 1607. He may be the 
John Ravenscrofte of Horsham, Sussex, gent., 
whose will dated 2 Sep. 1615, was proved 21 
May 1617 in the P.C.C. (ret. 52 Weldon), 
see Ravenscrott§ pedigree in’ Berry's Sussex 
Pedigrees, page 32, and Comber’s Susser 
Genealogies, Horsham Centre, page 313, 
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—1640 


1660 


66S 


WILLIAM THOMAS 

He may be the William Thomas of West Dean, 
Sussex, Esq., whose will, dated 27 March 1638, 
was proved 5 March 1639 (—40) in the P.C.C. 
(ref. 32 Coventry). Comber’s Berry, of. cit., 
pp. 291 & 299 describes this man as descended 
out of Wales, died 19 Feb. 1639 (—40) and buried 
at West Dean and that there are family entries 
in parish registers of All Saints’, Lewes. This 
William’s son William was admitted to Gray's 
Inn 9 Feb. 1626 (-7). The father may have 
been admitted there from Staple Inn 12 June 
1600. (Foster’s Admissions to Gray’s Inn and 
Venn's Alumni Cantabrigienses). 


WILLIAM ALCOCK 

He may have lost his Clerkship on the Restora- 
tion. He appears in the records up to May 
1660. There are no records of a Midsummer 
Sessions of 1660. He may be the William 
Alcock of the Friars, Lewes, whose daughter 
Hannah was baptized in 1635 and married in 
1660 at All Saints’, Lewes (see Comber’s Berry, 


Op. cit., Pp. 177). 


TIMOTHY SHELLEY of Sullington 

“of Sullington’”’ is written against his name on 
the flyleaf of the Order Book. He probably is 
the Timothy Shelley of Champneys in Thakeham 
(neighbouring parish to Sullington), whose will, 
dated 18 May 1671, was proved | Oct. 1671 
in the Court of the Archdeaconry of Chichester 
(ref. Vol. 25, page 28), and would be the great, 
great, great grandfather of the poet Percy Bysshe 
Shelley (see Comber’s Berry, of cit., p. 66). It 
seems likely that he was Clerk up to 1671. 


1669- 1671 TIMOTHY 
SHELLEY 
Apparently he 1s 
not the son of 
the above, 
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1678—-1713 


1713—1725 


> 


1725-—1730 


1731—1736 


1737—1756 


1756 (July) 


1756 (Oct.) 


een ee 








1671—1678 WILLIAM 
WHEELER 
WILLIAM WHEELER “ of Storrington ” 
Probably the William Wheeler of Storrington 
whose will dated 2 Feb. 1711(12) was proved 14 
Apr. 1713 in the Court of the Archdeaconary of 
Chichester. (Ref: Vol. 31, page 397). 
1711—1712 ROBERT 
SEARLE, junr. 
RICHARD MANNING 
Letter addressed to him at Petworth, Dec. 1723. 
1715—1720 ROBERT 
SEARLE 
RICHARD MOORE 
1730 ROBERT SEARLE 
RICHARD YOUNG 
ROBERT SEARLE. 
May be the Robert Searle, gentleman, of 
Midhurst whose will dated 16 Ap. 1743 was 
proved 2 Aug. 1756 in the Court of the Arch 
deaconry of Chichester (ref: Vol. 40 page 1) 
and who had lands in Storrington. 
1745—1756 WILLIAM 
SCUTT 
WILLIAM SCUTT 
Probably only temporarily acting as Clerk of the 
Peace. 
1775. JAMES MICHELL 
1756 (Oct.) WILLIAM 


SCUTT 
1757—1763 WILLIAM 

SCUTT 
1767—1770 THOMAS 

FARNES 


Attended only at 
Courts held in 
West Sussex. 


1773 RANDOLPH TUTTE 
Probably the son 
of William 
Tutté of Chiches- 
ter, See Dalla- 
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1775-——1806 


1806—1832 


1832—1865 


1866—1882 


1882-1913 


way's History of 
Western Sussex, 
Vol. I, pedigree 
XI and Berry’s 
Sussex Genealog- 
ies, p. 289. 
Treasurer of the 
Tax made for 
conveying of Vag- 
rants, etc., In the 
West part of Sus- 
sex. Died Apr. o1 
May 1778 — at 
Bath (Yorke’s 
Diary ot John 
Baker, 1751 
1778). 
1773—1775 CHATFIELD 
TURNER 
WILLIAM ELLIS of (2?) Horsham 
1782—1784+ SAMUEL 
WALLER 
1806 WILLIANI 
ELLIS, the 
younger. 
WILLIAM BALCOMBE LANGRIDGE 
ot Lewes. 
WILLIAM VIDLER LANGRIDGE otf 
Lewes 
1866 WILLIAM KIRBY 
JOHNSON LANGRIDGE. 
WILLIAM KIRBY JOHNSON 
LANGRIDGE 
KREDERIC MERRIFIELD 
Probably was 3rd son of John Merrifield of 
the Middle Temple, [sq., admitted there 15 
Jan. 1851, called to the Bar 17 Nov, 1863 
(see Middle Temple Admissions, 1501—1944). 
1907—1913 FRANK RAY- 
MOND de 
MONT- 
MORENCY 
Appointed De- 
puty in West Sus- 
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1914 —1938 


sex 1907 and in 
East Sussex 1909. 
Died 1913. 
1913—1914 HUGH CUFF 
DARKE 
He continued as 
Deputy for East 
Sussex till 1916, 
when he died on 
active service. 


KAST SUSSEX 


FREDERIC MERRIFIELD. See above. 
Resigned 3 Feb. 1914. 
1914—1916 HUGH CUFF 
DARKE 
Died on = active 
service with the 
rank of Major. 
HUGH JOHN TURNLY McILVEEN 


Appointed as from 14 May 1914. — Previously 


Deputy Town Clerk of the City of Birmingham, 
Resigned as trom 30 Sept. 1938, 
1915—1919 GEORGE 
MONTAGU 
HARRIS, o.B.k. 
Appointed as De- 
puty and Acting 
Clerk of Peace as 
from 7 Dee. 
1915. Resigned 
as from 10 Feb. 
1919, 
REGINALD 
WEST 
FOVARGUE 
Resigned in the 
same year. 
1928 FRANCIS 
GERALD 
SCOTT, m.c. 
Appointed as 
from | May 
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1928—1930 


1930—1933 


1924, resigned 14 
March 1928. Be- 
came Clerk of the 
Peace tor Ox: 
fordshire. 


JOHN 
EDWARD 

SEAGER 
Appointed as 
from 15 March 
1928. Resigned 
8 July 1930 as 
he had been ap- 
pointed as De- 
puty Clerk of the 
Peace for West 
Sussex and he 
later became 
Clerk of the 
Peace for that 
County. 


HUBERT 
SINCLAIR 

MARTIN 
Lent temporarily 
to Northampton- 
shire, where he 
became Clerk of 
the Peace. 


WILLIAM 
RICHARD 
EDWARDS 
Appointed as 
from 1 Feb 1934. 


HUBERT SINCLAIR MARTIN, c.s.e., Lv.B. 
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WEST SUSSEX 


1914—1931 SAMUEL THORNELY of Worcester 
He was previously Clerk of the Peace and Clerk 
of the County Council of Worcestershire. He 
retired as from 30 Nov. 1931 and died 20 Nov. 
1932. 
1930—1932 JOHN 
EDWARD 
SEAGER of 
Upper Burrells, 
East Chiltington. 
He was previous- 
ly Deputy Clerk 
of Peace of East 
Sussex. 
Appointed to 
West Sussex | 
Oct. 1930. 
1932—1938 JOHN EDWARD SEAGER 
Appointed 6 Jan, 1932. Died 1 June, 1938. 
1937 ARTHUR 
DESMOND 
ROBINSON 
Appointed 1 July 
1937. From | 
June 1938 — 5 
Jan. 1939 he was 
Acting Clerk of 
the Peace. 
1939 TOM CHRISTOPHER HAYWARD, c.z.£. 
Appointed 5 Jan. 1939. 


THE POSSIBLE ENCROACHMENT IN. 1509 
BY G. D. JOHNSTON 

Researches at Dungeness carried out in 1940! indicate 
that the sea level off the Sussex Coast has fluctuated consider- 
ably in historic times. In Norman times it was five feet lower 
than now, rising three feet by the 8th century and a further 
two feet by the 13th century, when it was the same height as 
now. Between the 13th and 15th centuries it fell five feet 
and rose again by five feet between the 15th century and the 
present time. 
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It would seem that, whatever may have been the case with 
the fall, the rises were comparatively rapid and accompanied 
by violent gales doing much damage to the Sussex coast. 

The destruction which accompanied the rise which took 
place between 1250-1300 is well-known and includes the loss 
of Old Winchelsea and a large part of Selsey. 

Dallaway and Cartwright (1813-1832) record several 
instances along the Sussex Coast of encroachments (including 
ruined Churches at Middleton and Heene) and refer this to a 
vague but fairly recent date; but I suggest this may be due to 
local recollections of the Great Storm of the 27th November, 
1703, which wrecked Sir Cloudesley Shovell’s Fleet on the 
Scilly Islands and did extensive damage throughout England, 
and to that tendency in human memory to record events as 
done in “ my grandfather's time’ long after such grandfather 
has become a great-great-grandfather: for there seems no 
contemporary reference to the Sea making substantial encroach- 
ments in 1703 and it may very well be that the changes 
attributed to 1703 onwards may really have occurred at an 
earlier date viz.: a period from 1460 and reaching a climax 
about 1509. 

Such period coincides with the Dungeness evidence of rise 
in sea-level and 1 have for some time past been collecting 
references to encroachments by the Sea at this date. Such 
evidence is scanty, but so far is as follows :— 

(A) References to Encroachment 
(1) 1509 

The Receiver of the Arundel Estates records loss of rents 
from lands devastated by overflowing of the water and build- 
ings thereby thrown down and the site of some lost and 20s. 
respited to Boxgrove Priory for meadows submerged by the 
water of the Sea so that he could not distrain for the rent. 

(2) 1531 

The Bill ot Sewers® states :— 
‘“ Our Sovereign Lord the King . . . considering the daily 
great damages and losses which have happened in many 
and divers parts of this his realm as well by reason of the 
outrageous flowing surges and course of the Sea in and 
upon marsh grounds and other low places heretofore 
through politick wisdom won and made profitable for the 
great commonwealth of this realm as also by occasion of 
land waters and other outrageous springs in and upon 
meadows pastures and other low grounds adjoining to 
rivers floods and other watercourses . .” 
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This Act was originally to last 20 years only, but was 
made perpetual in 1549. It was the authority under which 
Commissioners of Sewers acted until the Land Drainage Act 
1930. 

(3) 1540 (20th October) 

Grant‘ in fee simple to Robert Palmer of London, mercer, 
of (inter alia) a yearly rent of 13s. 4d. from tenements in the 
parish of Lymyster lately recovered from the incursus of the 
Sea by Edm. Dudley the Rectory and Advowson of the 
Vicarage and Chapel of Kyngeston and all tithes of the said 
lands recovered from the incursus of the Sea. 

The nearest part of the then parish of Lyminster to the 
Sea is the Wick-Littlehampton Boundary. It is improbable 
that the sea-water penetrated to here overland, but it probably 
came up the Arun, so suggest some new entry to the sea being 
formed giving a greater access for the salt-water. 

($4) 1544 (26th December) 

Gjrant®? to Henry Earl of Arundel of the possessions of 
the late College of Holy Trinity Arundel (including) a 
meadow lately recovered from the Sea in Arundel near the 
bridge there. 

This must have been due to the sea-water coming up the 
Arun with greater force due to the altering of its mouth. The 
Bridge was then where the Wharf now is (below the present 
Bridge) crossing the Arun to the South of the Bridge Hotel. 
(5) Rumbridge was swept into the Sea in the 15th century® 
and there are modern references to Henry VIII as a boy having 
hunted near the site of the Old Selsey Cathedral now under 
the Sea. I have not so far traced these references to their 
source. 


(B) Circumstantial Evidence. 

(1) Cuptow Parisu on the Sea adjoining the right (west) 
bank of the Arun. The Bishop in 1511 declared this a 
sinecure owing to its poverty and the inroads of the Sea.? 
(2) ExcetTe ParisH on the Sea adjoining the left (east) bank 
of the Cuckmere ceased to be a parish in 1528 when the Bishop 
annexed it to West Dene. The Church had been closed and 
the living made a sinecure in 1460.* 
(3) The numerous gifts for repairs to Arundel Bridge (1515 
onwards) and Houghton Bridge (1502 onwards).® 
(4) New SHOREHAM 

Camden (in Elizabeth’s days) said :— 
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‘The greatest part whereof is also ruined and under 
water.” 


‘By 1493 the Sea had made such overwhelming inroads 
that it threatened to sweep away the little that remained of the 
Carmelite Priory and it eventually disappeared beneath the 
waves.’’!9 

QUERY 

Can this evidence be supplemented by further references 
from Historical Records which may tend to prove or disprove 
the theory that there was a great encroachment of the Sea on 
the Sussex Coast culminating in or about the year 1509? 

* Geographical Journal xcvi, 283. 
* See printed evidence (in the Society’s L 

Fishery Case (Norfolk v. Slaughter), pp. 17 

* 23 Hy. Vill c. 5: 3 & 4 Ed. Vic. 8 
" L. & P. By. Vill. No..220 (22) p. 97. 
* L..& P. Hy. VIII. No. 800 (35) p. 475 
. f. S.A.C. \xxxvi, 64 (Eric Barker). 
' §.N.Q. vi, 109. 
A.C, Iviii, 161. 
® S.R.S, xli, 12 & 48. Greatham Bridge seems to have had 
simila ar legacies. 
 Cheal’s Shoreham, p. 88. 
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SUSSEX CHURCH PLANS, XCIV 

PARISH CHURCH OF ST. THOMAS AT CLIFFE, LEWES 

This church was attached to the Deanery of South Malling 
and was probably built by the Canons. It serves the extra- 
mural parish of Lewes, east of the river, in the Rape of 
Pevensey. At the Dissolution its advowson passed to the 
Archbishop of Canterbury and now belongs to the Crown. 
Its records go back to 1320, which agrees with the date of 
the nave, but its dedication to St. Thomas of Canterbury and 
the square plan of its small chancel suggest an earlier church 
of the 12th century. There are two aisles to the nave, with 
arcades of the 14th century and a large west tower of 15th 
century date. Note the carved squint looking from the south 
aisle to the chancel and the upper door to the rood-loft in 
the north wall which indicates that the screen was so placed 
as to include the eastern bay of the nave in the sanctuary. 

The most remarkable of the fittings is the fine Tudor 
Royal Arms (Queen Elizabeth, 1598) which is a vigorous piece 
of modelling in plaster. The painting was restored by the late 
G. Gordon Godfrey. The Welsh dragon, the Tudor sinister 
supporter, is gold, the tincture used for Queen Mary and Queen 
Flizabeth, whereas the Kings, Henry VIII and Edward VI, 
used a red dragon. There is also a good painted achievement 
of the arms of George I. A facsimile of the charter of Henry 
LV, who gave Cliffe its market, hangs in the church. 

Of the four bells, one is dated 1566, another by Thomas 
(jiles, son of the Lewes: founder (1619) and two of 1649 with 
the churchwardens’ names and that of the founder, John 
Lulham, of Chiddingly. There are interesting particulars of 
the casting of these bells in the churchwardens’ accounts. The 
plate is modern, beside a pewter flagon and plate. The Registers 
commence in 1606. The clock in the tower dates from 1670. 

W.HLG. 


NOTE ON THE HARES OF HERSTMONCEUX 
BY F. BENTHAM STEVENS, F.S.A. 

When the Society met at Herstmonceux on I1th July, 
1950, reference was naturally made to the Hare family and 
its literary connections: and also to the excellent article on 
‘The Castle of Herstmonceux and its Lords” (S.4.C. iv. pp. 
125-208) by the Reverend Edmond Venables, who was curate 
under Archdeacon Julius Hare and also acted as tutor of 
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Augustus J. C. Hare, the Archdeacon’s nephew. Although 
that article was based on a paper read at a meeting held by 
the Society at Herstmonceux on 25th July, 1850—a hundred 
vears all but a fortnight before the recent meeting—it is re- 
markable how accurate and reliable it is. It gives a full and 
clear account of the involved history of the Hare family down 
to that date: and this is supplemented and extended in the 
voluminous writings of Augustus J. C. Hare, so that the 
history of this remarkable family and its wide social and 
literary contacts is on record for all time. There are how- 
cver two or three small points which may be worth while 
to note, namely :— 


1. Julius Hare, Rector of Herstmonceux and Archdeacon 
ot Lewes, was one of the earliest members and Vice-Presi- 
dents of the Sussex Archeological Society. His name appears 
in the ‘list of Vice-Presidents in §8.4.C. Vol. 7, along with 
that of Archdeacon Manning (afterwards Cardinal Manning). 
Hare remained a Vice-President until his death in 1855. 


2. A literary connection of the family to which 
necessarily no allusion was made by Augustus J. C. Hare 
is with the diarist Kilvert, whose records of mid-Victorian 
times have recently become so widely known. The Reverend 
Robert Kilvert, the father of the diarist, had been curate in 
charge of Alton Barnes, Wiltshire, during the illness and 
absence of the Rev. Augustus Hare (uncle of Augustus J. C. 
Hare) and it was at his school at Hardenhuish, Wiltshire, that 
Augustus J. C. Hare spent three apparently miserable years. 
Kilvert according to Hare “ was verv religious but he was 
very bad tempered and slashed our hands with a ruler and 
our bodies with a cane most unmercifully ” (Story of Aly 
Life, by Augustus J. C. Hare, Vol. 1. p. 172). However 
Kilvert the son in his diary records the receipt by his father 
ot a nice letter from Augustus Hare describing to my fathe: 
his mother’s illness (Ai/vert’s Diary, Vol. I, p. 258-15, Nov., 
1870). 


3. Mark Anthony Lower in his Worthies of Sussex 
contuses two men both known as Francis Hare-Naylor, one 
the son and the other the grandson of Francis Hare, Bishop 
of Chichester, who may be regarded as the founder of a 
family which for nearly two centuries played a conspicuous part 
in Sussex history. 
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A CINERARY URN FOUND AT WESTBOURNE 
BY MISS K. M. E. MURRAY AND MISS |. G. PILMER 


In the autumn of 1949 a cinerary urn was found in the 
side of a sewer trench on a new housing estate at Westbourne. 
Fortunately the discovery was reported at once and the urn 
was removed without damage and has been restored at the 
University of London Institute of Archwology; a tull report 
on the contents, from which the quotations below are taken, 
has been prepared by Professor Zeuner at the Institute. 

The urn is a typical collared urn of the middle Bronze 
age (1400-1000 B.C.) and is very similar to one excavated 
trom Bow Hill and now in the Worthing Museum. The 
overhanging rim is decorated with impressions of twisted cords 
in alternating horizontal and vertical bands and the collai 
is ornamented with punched dots. The diameter of the rim 
is 83” and the height of the urn 102”. 

The site is in the coastal plain (National Grid Ret. 
41/75750775) and there is no visible evidence of a barrow 
(excavation of the area was not possible) although it is probable 
that one originally covered the burial. As was usual, the urn 
was placed in an inverted position covering the bones, and as 
it was only about a foot below the modern surface the base 
had been broken away, probably by ploughing in the course ot 
centuries. 

Professor Zeuner reports that the contents included the 
calcinated and crushed remains of a human skeleton. ‘The 
sutures of: the skull were not fully formed and it is likely, 
therefore, that the individual was not more than twenty years 
old. The teeth had lost their enamel and the condition oi 
the bones, in which but little organic matter was left and 
which were much fissured and distorted, suggests that the fire 
of the cremation was hot and the’ burning — virtually 
complete.” 

The only human artifact found was a bone-bead, half an 
inch long, but there was a fair amount of oxidized iron sug 
gesting that there was an iron object in the urn. 

The faunal remains included seven fish vertebra, one 
winkle shell, a fragment of a cockle shell and one of oyste: 
shell, and a crab’s claw, all evidently left by man, and not part 
of the original deposit in which the interment was made. The 
most interesting shells were forty-three Dentalium. ‘‘ Den- 
talium is a snail which lives in sand in fairly deep water oft 
the coast. It is not a beach snail and is likely to have been 
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obtained by dredging. The snails found in the urn were most 
probably used in the torm of a necklace, since their number, 
compared with that of the other snails found, is far too large 
to be due to ordinary food collecting. Moreover Dentalium is 
hardly worth eating.” 

Mr. Day Kimball, F.G.S., has identified twenty different 
species of land mollusca in numbers varying from one to 43 
specimens of each type: cectlioides which was the most 
common is a small snail which lives in crevices in the soil 
and descends to a considerable depth: it is suggested that 
“this species entered the urn in order to feed on the organic 
remains contained in it.” 

Professor Zeuner found only two species of fresh water 
mollusca and reports that these suggest “that marshy creeks 
existed when the deposit containing the urn was forming.” 

The Urn was restored at the cost of the Chichester Civic 
Society and is at present kept at Bishop Otter College. It 
is hoped that one day Chichester will have a museum worthy 
of housing it 


NOTES 
TITHE MAPS. The Diocesan copies of the Tithe 


Maps & Documents of the parishes in the ancient Arch- 
deaconry of Lewes have recently been transferred from Messrs. 
Powell & Co. of Lewes to the East Sussex County Record 
Office, Pelham House, Lewes, with the exception of the West 
Sussex parishes of Beeding, Cowfold, Crawley, Edburton, 
Henfield, Ifield, Kingston-by-Sea; New Shoreham, Old Shore- 
ham, Shermanbury, Southwick & Woodmancote. The latte: 
are in the West Sussex Record Office, County Hall, Chichester, 
where are also the Tithe Maps & Documents of the parishes 
in the Archdeaconry of Chichester which were transferred 
in 1947 from Messrs. Raper & Co. of Chichester. 
B. CAMPBELL COOKE, 
County Archivast. 












MOCHA WARE. For some time the Society has 
possessed in its museum at Barbican House a quart mug in- 
scribed ‘‘ Anchor Inn, Ringmere”’ and decorated with fern o1 
moss like markings. 

Mr. N. Teulon Porter of Shaftesbury has recently pre- 
sented to the museum a similar mug marked ‘‘ Wood, Brewer's 
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Arms Inn, Lewes.” The two mugs are shown together 
in the photograph at p. 145. 


Mr. Porter, who has what he believes to be only col- 
lection of similar pottery, has kindly furnished some notes on 
the ware, which are summarised below. 


The name “ Mocha Ware” is derived from the town or 
port of Mocha, of coffee tame, from which moss-agate was 
exported in the 17th and 18th centuries; the pottery decora- 
tion was thought to resemble the markings on the stone, but 
popular names are also “ fern,’ “tree,” ‘“ moss” and “ sea 
weed ” ware. 


It is probable that the common belief that the design and 
technique resulted from a tobacco-chewing worker spitting on 
a pot before its glazing and firing is not incorrect. Mr. 
Porter writes that he has reason to doubt the claim ot William 
Adams, a pupil of Wedgwood, to have been the first to ex- 
ploit the idea. 


To produce the effect of “ moss”’ a pigment was mixed 
with a decoction of tobacco, tansy or hops and a spot of the 
resulting liquid applied to the unglazed “ biscuit” of the 
vessel near the base; the vessel was quickly turned upside 

r down and the colour ran down by gravity, spreading out in 
all directions by capillary, attraction; the vessel was then 
vlazed and fired normally. 


The earliest examples of Mocha ware decoration, which 
is thought to be the only truly English pottery design, were 
on the finer products, such as coffee sets, toilet sets and sugar 

bowls in china and porcelain. Later the design was applied 
to more ‘ everyday’ vessels—the specimens in the museum 
are examples of fairly late work, and bear Victorian Excise 
stamps (these are East Sussex stamps but the mugs are not 
of local manutacture). 





A) variation was attempted about the middle of the period 
covered to produce horizontal “ trees’’ by blowing a stream 
of air on the pigment through a blow-pipe. 


Mr. Porter will be interested to learn of examples of the 
ware or to give further information; his address is High Land, 
Great Lane, Shaftesbury—telephone Shaftesbury 2569. 


Ek. PYDDOKE, 
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JERUSALEM VESSELS. (S.N.Q. xii, 192). Mr. N. 
H. Gray draws attention to a passage in Lady Dorothy 
Nevill’s “ Under Five Reigns,’ Chapter IV, where she writes 
of Messrs. Tuff & Sacree’s Shipbuilding Yards at Hastings : 
‘Another kind of miniature vessel was also constructed in 
their yard designed for an excellent purpose, which it is to 
be feared it seldom fulfilled. This was the ‘‘ Gospel Ship ’ 
or “ Jerusalem Vessel’’ designed to serve the two-fold 
purpose of bringing before sailors at sea the Ciospel text 
* Jesus came into the world to save sinners” and to receive 
into their secure hold messages from sinking ships. “These 
little ships were more capacious and at the same time less 
liable to fracture than the traditional bottle, and the text, 
inscribed on an oil-skin sail in luminous paint, was moreover, 
so long as it remained whole, more calculated to attract 
attention, while at the same time carrying the marine letter- 
box faster across the waves.” 

He adds that apparently Lady Dorothy Nevill’s family 
moved from the North of England to the Weald of Sussex 
when she was quite little, and they left Sussex in 1865. It 
would appear probable that her remarks refer to the early 
1850's. 

ELIZABETH BELKNAP. The marriage of Thomas 
Bishop of Henfield (died 1560, whose memorial brass is illus- 
trated, S.4.C. lxxviii, 84, progenitor of the Bishop family of 
Parham) with Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Edward Belknap, 
relict of William Scott, is recorded in ‘‘ Parham in Sussex.” 
Her will was dated 1571. No further information is given. 

It is possible that alliance with so influential a family 
(see D.N.B. under Bealknap or Belknap, Sir Robert de) may 
have contributed to Thomas Bishop’s advancement and thus 
to his son’s possession of Parham. 

It is presumed that Sir &dward Belknap was the same as 
Edward, son and heir of Henry Belknap, born about 1481, 
as recorded §.4.C. lui, 101, though this would hardly accord 
with the statement S.4.C. (xxvii, 85 that Sir Edward was 
a Privy Councillor in the time of Henry VII (1485-1509). 
Sir Edward’s sister Alice married Sir William Shelley (see 
S.A.C. lxxti 235 where the Belknap arms are described). She 
was daughter but not heir of Sir Henry, if the two Edwards 
I have mentioned were identical. 

May the portrait at Parham Park, a lady with a muff, 
represent Elizabeth Belknap, not Palmer? If so, the picture 
has a new interest, L.F. 
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OBITUARY 
JOHN ERNEST RAY 


John Ernest Ray, who died on 31st January, 1951, was 
a Fellow of the Royal Historical Society, a member of the 
Sussex Archeological Society from 1902 and of the Sussex 
Record Society from 1921, and Lord of the Manor of Brede 
trom 1924. He was admitted a solicitor in July, 1896, and 
practiced at Hastings, where he was Local Secretary for the 
Sussex Archeological Society. His passing deprives our 
Council of one of its very senior members; he was a regular 
attendant at our meetings, and in every way was a great help 
in our deliberations. 

He was well known to many members of the Society for 
his kindly and genial way of conducting small parties round 
places for which he had a peculiar affection, particularly in 
the Hastings district (the Castle, which dominates the town, 
being one of his special centres ot interest, and he often men 
tioned it during meetings of the Council). Many members 
have spoken with appreciation of his care and thoroughness 
in explaining archeological points. His last important lectures 
were those describing Warbleton Church and Herstmonceux 
during the visits of the members of the Society in May 1947 


Bi and July 1950, 
| ; He produced S.R.S. Volume 36 (Sussex Chantries) and 
, fi various publications for the S.A.S. (see 1936 Index p. 330). 


T.S. 


SUSSEX ARCH/EOLOGICAL SOCIETY 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The Annual General Meeting of the Society was held in 
the Town Hall, Lewes, on Wednesday the 21st March, 1951. 
The Chair was taken by Lord Mersey, the President, and 
some 140 members were present. 





In moving the adoption of the Report of the Council, 
Mr. 1. D. Margary said the year had been an active one; the 
restoration of the Castle Keep had been completed and was 
the most important work done to the Castle in recent years. 
Mr. Margary reported the fall of a portion of the west 
P Towm Wall belonging to the Society and stressed the constant 
work of upkeep required on such properties, 
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The first fioor of the Barbican had been converted into 
a muniment room and work was going forward towards im- 
proving the Museum. It was hoped that the plastering of 
the ceiling of the upper room in the east wing of Anne ot 
Cleves’ House would be completed in the spring and plans 
were being prepared for the conversion of a workshop at the 
rear of this property into a gallery for the Every Collection 
of Ironwork (now in store). 

The Council, said Mr. Margary, was very pleased with 
the work done by the Society’s Curator and Finance Officer, 
Mr. Pyddoke, since his appointment two years ago. It was 
with great regret that he announced that Mr. Pyddoke was 
now leaving the Society to take up the post of Secretary to 
the Institute of Archeology, University of London. He was 
being succeeded by Mr. N. E. S. Norris who had done much 
recently for field archeology in the county. Mr. Margary ex. 
pressed the great debt which the Society owed to Lord Mersey 
whose term of office was now expiring. 

In seconding the adoption of the Report, Mr. W. h. 
Cjodfrey said the Society should be congratulated on the steps 
it had taken in restoring the Castle Keep. It was not afraid, 
he said, of undertaking the responsibility of practical preser- 
vation, as well as research in times of difficulty and with a 
shortage of funds. 

The Report was adopted unanimously. 

The Earl of Bessborough, P.C., G.C.M.G., was elected 
President and the other Officers, were re-elected. 

Messrs. Antony Dale; W. E. Godfrey; G. A. Holleyman; 
G. H. Kenyon; S. J. Marsh; Col. T. Sutton; Drs. A. E. 
Wilson and E. A. Wood (who retired under Rule 14) were 
re-elected members of the Council and Mr. K. W. Dickins 
was elected to fill the casual vacancy caused by the death of 
Mr. J. E. Ray. 

When the Meeting resumed our Member Miss FE. M. 
Gardner, O.B.E., gave a most interesting lecture on Water 
Mills (Corn) illustrated by lantern slides. 


COUNCIL MEETINGS 

On the 14th February, 1951, the Library Committee re- 
ported that the Library had been re-indexed and it is hoped 
that the re-arrangement would shortly be completed; Mr. 
Hubbard had kindly offered to arrange for the printing of 
the shelf labels and meet the cost of their production. The 
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Rotary Club of Lewes thanked the Society for their assistance 
in the erection of its Christmas Tree in the Castle Grounds 
and sent a donation of three guineas to the Castle Repair 
Fund. It was reported that the East Sussex County Council 
had undertaken to do “ first-aid ” repairs to the old Toll House 
near Ashcombe House on the Brighton-Lewes road. 

On the lith April, 1951, the Research Committee  re- 
ported that a Roman building of considerable extent had been 
discovered at Sidlesham, and that tentative excavations were 
proceeding. 

Attention was drawn to the unsafe condition of Old- 
lands Mill, Keymer, and it was feared that, if local support 
was not forthcoming towards its repair, it may be necessary 
te have it demolished. 

An estimate was approved for the reconditioning of two 
upper: rooms at Anne of Cleves’ House in order to make them 
more suitable for the exhibition of furniture and bygones. 

The Trust's architect had been asked to advise as to the 
repair of some 40 feet of the old Town Wall of Lewes 
owned by the Trust, which had tallen down. 


LOCAL MEETING (THUNDERSBARROW WALK.) 

In spite of heavy rain in the morning, the Society was 
fortunate in having a dry, if somewhat cold, afternoon for 
its walk over the Downs to the north of Portslade on Satur- 
day, April 28th, 1951. 

About 80 members assembled immediately to the north of 
Mile Oak Waterworks and then proceeded up the valley, past 
Tenant Hill, with its celtic field system, on the right, by 
the remains of Paythorne and Summersdean Farms (destroved 
by military training during the war) to Edburton Camp. 

Here members, sitting in the shelter of one of the ditches, 
heard Mr. G. A. Holleyman talk on this interesting motte- 
and-bailey earthwork, one of the few remaining in Sussex 
without evidences of later masonry buildings. Hope was ex- 
pressed that excavations would soon be possible here in order 
to obtain dating evidence. 

The party then climbed Truleigh Hill and walked along 
the spur to Thundersbarrow Camp. As Dr. Cecil Curwen 
was unable to be present, Mr. Holleyman described the teatures 
of the lron Age Camp and Romano-British village instead. 
He shortly described the results of excavations here in 1932 
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by the Brighton and Hove Archeological Society under the 
direction of Dr. Cecil Curwen, when two Romano British 
Corn-drying ovens were found. A further study of these ovens, 
Mr. Holleyman said, had been made as the result of the dis- 
covery since the war of eleven at West Blatchington, Hove. 
At one point in the walk Mr. 1. D. Margary announced 
a discovery of some importance—a portion of a Roman tile 
with the impression of the CI. BR stamp. These, he said are 
usually tound only in or near the great Saxon shore forts of 
the late Roman period, but this one had been found by a 
schoolboy recently in the district associated with the Roman 
iron industry of the Sussex Weald, several miles inland. 
N.S. 





FIREBACKS 

The Sussex Archeological Society has long possessed an 

important collection of cast iron Fire-backs and this was con- 

siderably augmented when the late Alderman John Every be- 

queathed his museum to the Society. The collection therefore 

presents to the student of this interesting subject a unique 

} opportunity for making a valuable descriptive list of this im- 
portant product of the Sussex Foundries. If any of ou: 
members who are specially interested in the subject would feel 
inclined to inspect the backs and make such chronological list 
it would be a great assistance to the Society and the Curator. 


REVIEWS 


History OF PAGHAM IN SUSSEX: by Lindsay Fleming. 1949- 
30 (3 Vols. pp. 795 & celti S 4 maps. John S Edward 
Bumpus Ltd; F. G. Trowbridge Ltd, Bognor Regis. 34 gns.) 








This is an exhaustive study of the Hundred and Manor 
aml Parish of Pagham which includes the modern Bognor 
Regis. ‘The Author has taken great pains to tap all sources of 
information which suggest themselves as likely including the 
Aldwick Court Rolls, the Public Record Office and the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury's Registers and Records at Lambeth 
Palace (the Archbishop was the Lord until Cranmer “ ex- 
changed " with Henry VIII). The result is an exhaustive re- 
cord of the landowners and occupants, their Courts and 
Customs and a clear and intelligible picture of the everyday 
working of the machinery of the local courts before centralisa- 
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tion substituted the King’s Justice for the Lord’s. The 
picture drawn for us is of a happy community living together 
a really common life, meeting in frequent courts to criticise 
each other and (when necessary) ordering reparations. Per- 
haps the most noticeable feature is the suggestion that the 
Rorough English custom of descent to the Youngest Son was 
carried even further, viz. in default of sons to the youngest 
daughter and not to all daughters as co-heiresses. It would 
be interesting to know if this can be substantiated by actual 
admittances of a daughter with elder sisters. 

G.D.J. 


SusSEX Views FROM THE BurrELt CoLLectrions (Sussex 

Record Society's Jubilee Violume). 

To mark the passage of fifty years during which the 
Sussex Record Society has published fifty scholarly volumes 
containing records and documents relating to the County this 
Society has exuberated into a Jubilee Volume which is sure 
to appeal to the general public. 

Probably for the first time no less that 191 most attrac- 
tive drawings selected from the Burrell Collections are re- 
produced between the covers of one volume. And a most 
delightful collection they make. All are eighteenth century 
drawings by Samuel Hieronymus Grimm and James Lambert, 
who have given us the most fascinating views of the parish 
churches, mansion houses, castles and historic ruins as they 
stood in their day, with a few views of Sussex towns and 
villages such as Eastbourne, Hastings, Jevington and Rother- 
held. 


Appropriately enough to the occasion the introduction to 
this volume by Mr. L. F. Salzman gives in brief outline the 
story of the Sussex Record Society from the summer of 1900 
when its formation was first mooted to the present day. From 
this story emerges the fact, which if it is not a record is none 
the less notable, that Mr. Salzman took his place as a member 
of the first council of the Society elected in February 1901 
wnd has continued to serve on the council ever since, being 
now one of its two literary directors, and in that capacity 
he has been largely responsible for this charming Jubilee 
Volume. 

On this occasion the Society has relaxed its rule and non- 
members can purchase a copy of this volume on application to 
the Assistant Secretary of the Sussex Record Society at 
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Barbican House, Lewes, for £2 12s. 6d., and it may be said 
that any who may buy this book may congratulate himself 
on having obtained a striking collection of eighteenth century 
views most admirably reproduced. The Society may well con- 
gratulate itself on this work and on its fine series of publi- 
cations, regularly and punctually produced in spite of steadil) 
rising costs of printing. Perhaps the Sussex Archeological 
Society may also admit to some pride and satistaction in the 
work of the Society of which it is the parent. 

D. MC.L. 


Recorp OF Derutations or GAMEKEEPERS (Sussex Reaord 

Society Vol. 51 for 19950). 

Although the Registrations started under a Statute of 
1710, yet Sussex has only two Volumes starting from 1781. 
The entries in these were transcribed in full by the late Canon 
Pentold whose sad death prevented his completing the work 
which was finished and edited by Mr. Salzman. The Record 
is in the nature of a Catalogue but will be of interest to 
all persons desirous of tracing the ownership of ** Manors” 
—a word which as Mr. Salzman points out is given for this 
purpose a wide meaning and even includes large estates with 
no Manorial rights. 

G.D.J. 





EDITORIAL 
PLANS AND ILLUSTRATIONS 

Considerations of space and expense severely restrict the 
number of Plans and Illustrations which can be reproduced in 
S.N.Q., but it would be a great benefit if Authors would 
deposit these in the Society’s Library where they will be 
available for future reference by Members desirous of fuller 
details than the space in S.N.Q. permits. 

Plans and Illustrations relating to Messrs. Burstow and 
Norris’ Article on the Bostle (S.N.Q. xiii, 129) and to Mr. 
Woodward’s Article on Wolstonbury (S.N.Q. xiii, 131) have 
been so deposited. 

It is greatly to be desired that all Plans should be 
correctly oriented with the North at the top. This may not 
be so artistic as another arrangement, but is of inestimable 
assistance in comparison of Plans by other persons and with 
Maps. Comparison of Plans of varving orientation is a most 
tedious and irritating process, 
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Friends of the National Libraries 


You are cordially invited to join this Society in order to promote the 

acquisition of books and manuscripts of historical, literary and archzological 

importance by the National Libraries for the use of all. Full particulars 
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THe Hon. Secretary, F.N.L., c/o British Museum, Lonpon, W.C.1. 
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Sussex Archaological Society 


Members are reminded that the Castle, Barbican House, Anne of Cleves 
House and Bull House, al! in Lewes, are open to Members and well deserve 
repeated visits. Anne of Cleves’ House is vested in the Sussex Archeological 
Trust. So are Wilmington Priory and the Long Man, which together form 
an interesting object for an expedition. 


Other properties held by the Trust are Oldland Mill, Keymer; The 
Marlipins, Shoreham; Parsonage Row, West Tarring; Site of Roman Villa at 
Southwick, Legh Manor near Ansty in Cuckfield, The Priest’s House, West 
Hoathly, and Pigeon House, Angmering. Legh Manor is not so well known 
as it deserves to be, partly because it stands on a secondary road between 
Cuckfield and Hurstpierpoint. All members of the Society should make a 
point of seeing this most charming house and garden. Full particulars will 
be found in S.4.C., Vol. 78. 

(P.T.0. 
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General Editor: 
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‘This famous series has received the 
highest praise. Each volume is not- 
able for its individual excellence in 
matter, illustration and production. 
They cover history, archeology, 
topography, local industry, life and 
customs.  Lavishly Illustrated and 
with a Map. 158. each 


SUSSEX 


By ESTHER MEYNELL 


Country Life: ‘‘Mrs. Meynell has set a high standard. 
The book is as fascinating as the ordinary run of guide 
books are dull and as varied as the land, and sea, sky 
and down of which she writes.” Daily Telegraph: 
‘People and places are described with beguiling 
affection and scholarly understanding ; the photographs 
are beautiful.” 


Write for free prospectus of series and list of volumes available 
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